Coyote Valley in San Jose is
targeted for Cisco’s 6.6 million
square foot campus.

Photo by Len Erickson

City of San Jose Stalls Cisco Referendum

BY DENICE DADE

On January 16th, the City Council
voted to deny the people of San Jose

the opportunity to vote on the largest and
most significant development decision this
region has faced in decades. Cisco’s plans for
a sprawling 6.6 million square foot industrial
campus in North Coyote Valley will produce
traffic gridlock, exacerbate the housing crisis
and pave over rich agricultural soil.

The Cisco campus is the first step in devel-
oping the entire North Coyote Valley. More
significantly, it is the economic catalyst neces-
sary for generating infrastructure improve-
ments that would pave the way for 50,000
jobs over the next 15 years, plus an additional
75,000 service-related jobs. As a region, we
must decide whether to condone massive
sprawl developments or revitalize existing city
centers with compact urban development.

Cisco proposal is sprawl
of the worst kind
This massive job center, more than ten

miles away from downtown, will put
tremendous development pressure on
southern counties, which offer a supply of
cheaper housing and land. The impacts of
the development of the North Coyote
Valley are significant, and a project of this
size should be accompanied by extensive
regional planning. Yet the City Council
has refused to adequately address issues of
transportation and housing, and is single-
mindedly driving San Jose in the direction
of massive suburban sprawl, traffic conges-
tion throughout the region, and destruction
of valuable agricultural lands.

San Jose rejects voters’
right to PLAN

In an effort to require the city to con-
sider an alternative vision for Coyote
Valley, People for Livable and Affordable
Neighborhoods (PLAN), gathered more
than 50,000 signatures from registered
San Jose voters to allow public approval of
this project. Cisco’s development will for-
ever change this region and PLAN

believes that the people of San Jose must
be able to vote on a decision of this mag-
nitude.

Despite these efforts, the City of San
Jose ignored the right and desire of the
people to decide, and voted not to certify
PLAN’s referendum. The city’s attorney
claims that PLAN’s referendum is not
valid. PLAN, confident of the referen-
dum’s legality, has filed suit against the
City of San Jose to require that the refer-
endum be put to a vote. PLAN has hired
Fred Woocher, a partner in the prestigious
firm Strumwasser & Woocher, nationally
renowned for its expertise in election law,
to represent the group on this issue.

Referendum will protect
open space

The property owner has made unsub-
stantiated claims in the press that the ref-
erendum will have little effect on the proj-
ect. However, PLAN has found no legal

See CISCO, page 10
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BY ZOE KERSTEEN-TUCKER

Spring is upon us, and changes are
afoot at the Committee for Green
Foothills!

To prepare for the challenges of the
21st century, the Committee Board of
Directors has undertaken a bit of orga-
nizational restructuring. With extraor-
dinary support from The INN'W Fund
and the Packard Foundation, we have
been working to tidy-up, modernize,
and strengthen our organization —
spring cleaning, you might say. We are
eager to share some of these changes
with you.

The most visible change we have
made is in our appearance. This issue of
Green Footnotes is the premiere of our
brand new logo. With a grant from the
Packard Foundation, we hired a design-
er to help us update our graphic identi-
ty. The old foothill motif, while beauti-
ful and much loved, was not designed
for today’s multi-media requirements —
we needed a change. Our new logo,
designed to convey the beauty of the
foothills and the strength of our citizen-
led activism, is fresh and different. We
hope you like it and trust you know that
a change in the way we look does not
change the way we do business.

With a generous technical assistance
grant from The INNW Fund, we are
currently evaluating our governance
structure. In the coming months we will
seek your support as we update our
Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation to
bring them into conformance with cur-
rent laws and practice. Our goal is to
create an up-to-date governance struc-
ture that allows us to minimize adminis-
trative overhead and maximize our pro-

From the
President...

grammatic efforts and responsiveness.
We will be sending each of our members
a description of the proposed changes
and asking you to vote on these changes.

Also in process is the development of
our brand-new website. You asked the
Committee for an expanded web pres-
ence, so with financial assistance from a
private donor and the Packard
Foundation, we are now constructing a
comprehensive, multi-faceted website.
Thanks to the friends who completed
our on-line survey, we have a solid
understanding of the features you want
to see on our site. Board members, staff
and volunteers are creating an impressive
array of content material and we look
forward to Beta testing the new site this
spring. Send us an email if you would
like to serve as a CGF Beta tester.

This last has been a year of changes
for the Committee for Green Foothills-
changes that have produced a strength-
ening of purpose and a sharper focus on
our mission. The Committee’s legislative
advocacy efforts in San Mateo and Santa
Clara County are more effective than
ever — we are making the news, making
a difference and making the Peninsula
more livable now and for generations to
come.

We know that you care about the
mission of the Committee — to protect
and preserve the hills, forests, creeks,
wetlands, and coastal lands of the
Peninsula — and your abundant sup-
port gives us the courage to stand
strong in defense of our local environ-
ment. You are our touchstones. We
hope to hear from you in the coming
months as we continue to grow and
strengthen our efforts on behalf of the
fragile Peninsula environment.
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Stanford’s Community Plan —
A move in the right direction

Photo by Mike Kahn

BY DENICE DADE AND KATHY SWITKY

or the last two years, Committee for

Green Foothills has led an intensive cam-
paign to protect open space and sensitive
habitat in the Stanford foothills region, and to
develop Santa Clara County’s oversight
authority over the university’s future growth.
This has been a natural focus for CGE which
was founded nearly 40 years ago to protect
the Stanford foothills.

Thanks to our work, the community now
has a heightened awareness of Stanford’s
impact as the largest developer on the
Peninsula, and Santa Clara County has made

significant changes in its governance of
University land use. The County has finally
set up procedures for regulating Stanford’s
development, and we have an impressive array
of new tools with which to ensure future pro-
tection of foothill open space.

County treating Stanford as it
does other developers

Historically, Stanford has benefited from
what the San Jose Mercury News rightly
called a “sweetheart deal.” The County pro-
vided little government oversight and
Stanford had no requirement to specify long-
term development plans.

The Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors' December 2000 decision to
approve the Community Plan and General
Use Permit put an end to that special treat-
ment. The County established its authority to
regulate the development of its largest
landowner. The long-term planning process
spelled out in the Community Plan will serve
as a policy framework for the university’s land

use in the years to come.

For the first time, Stanford was required to
submit a plan that will allow it to be moni-
tored as any major landowner/developer. The
resulting public scrutiny means that our com-
munities will forever regard Stanford in a new
light — that of a developer, not just an educa-
tional institution.

This huge change in attitude reflects the
community’s commitment to foothill protec-
tion and the effectiveness of the Committee
for Green Foothills.

New requirements and tools
bode well for open space

The Committee’s efforts focused on protec-
tion for some 2,200 acres of foothills that pro-
vide key open space for the Peninsula. We
won a number of tools to help protect the
foothills for future generations:

Santa Clara County established the first-
ever Academic Growth Boundary for the
Stanford campus. Analogous to an Urban
Growth Boundary, this requires all future
urban development to be concentrated in the
core campus, not in the hills. This protective
boundary remains in effect until 2025, unless

a four-fifths majority of the Board of

See STANFORD, page 11

Whats next:

Using the new tools
to protect open space

Foothill zoning with real open space protection.
The County has promised to create new foothill zoning, but

the foothills.

the specific parameters defining this zoning have yet to be devel-
oped. We will remain diligent to ensure that this zoning is as
protective as possible and ensures preservation of open space in

While the new Community Plan and General Use Permit are
a step in the right direction, the onus is now on us to
ensure that these new procedures and tools are implemented
responsibly.

In the coming decade, Stanford University will develop at a
rate more than twice that of the last ten years. This massive
development will increase traffic congestion, decrease air quality,
and consume irreplaceable open space. As the community braces
itself, the Committee for Green Foothills will continue working
to protect open space in the foothills. We intend to work toward:

A Sustainable Build-Out Study that limits development.

This study will define the university’s maximum build-out.
The Committee is committed to helping create detailed criteria
for the Sustainability Study and to set reasonable and sustainable
development limits. We will fight for permanent dedication of
open space before allowing additional development.

A Conservation Plan that protects all sensitive species
and habitat on campus.

The Committee will participate in the development of the
Conservation Plan to ensure that sensitive species and habitats
receive adequate protection.

A ban on inappropriate development in the foothills.

The Committee will continue its fight to stop the develop-
ment of the Carnegie Foundation office facility and any other
development in the foothills that would violate the letter or
intent of these new planning regulations.

Although we have won the most recent fight for open space
protection in the foothills, we must be vigilant, active and vocal
to protect the foothills for future generations. Once open space is
developed, it is gone forever.

10 get involved, or find out more, contact our Santa Clara County
Legislative Advocate, Denice Dade, at Denice@GreenFoothills.org or
(650) 968-7243.
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Stanford Foothill
Victory Threatened

Carnegie Foundation
proposal would pave
over salamander habitat

BY DENICE DADE AND KATHY SWITKY

n the heels of the newly approved

Community Plan and General Use
Permit, Stanford University is attempting to
develop a region of the foothills — despite
the fact that the pending development pro-
posal violates the new Community Plan,
destroys important habitat, and is against
State law.

After promising no development in the
foothills for 25 years, the university is behind
the proposal of the Carnegie Foundation to
develop a 21,000 square foot office complex

and large parking lot in the “Lathrop District”

portion of the foothills, near Junipero Serra
and Sand Hill Road.

Because the university requested approval
of the Carnegie project during the develop-
ment of the new Community Plan, the
County proposes to grandfather the approval
of the Carnegie project under the old policies.
However, this project is inconsistent with
both the old general plan and the new
Community Plan.

Committee for Green Foothills is opposing
this project, which would establish two unac-

ceptable precedents: urban development of
the foothills region, and development that is
not accompanied by permanent dedication of
Open Space.

The project violates
new Community Plan

It was inappropriate for the County to have
considered this project before the Community
Plan was finalized. The County ignored the
requests of Committee for Green Foothills —
as well as those of the cities of Palo Alto,
Menlo Park and Portola Valley, Midpeninsula
Regional Open Space District, Greenbelt
Alliance, Stanford Open Space Alliance and
many others — to consider this proposal only
after the comprehensive Community Plan
process was finalized.

The Community Plan establishes strong
protections for sensitive habitat areas with the
designation “Special Conservation Areas,”
where no development is allowed. The proj-
ect blatantly violates these protective measures
— and in fact would place a 40-car parking
lot in the Special Conservation Area — a
region specifically set aside as habitat for the
rare California tiger salamander.

Impacts to salamander
habitat are significant

While this office development would pave
over habitat for one of the Peninsula’s last

Academic Growth N
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A region of the Lathrop District — including an area sited for development by the Carnegie Foundation — is
outside of Stanford's new Academic Growth Boundary (and outside of Palo Alto’s Urban Services Area, which ends on the
north side of Junipero Serra Blvd.). The proposed parking lot would destroy key habitat for the California tiger salamander.

tiger salamander populations, the
Environmental Impact Report for the project
claims that the project’s impacts to salaman-
der habitat are “less than significant.” This is
patently untrue — experts agree that this
project does not adequately mitigate for its
impacts to the tiger salamander.

Both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the California Department of Fish and
Game have stated to the County that the pro-
posed Carnegie development’s impacts to
habitat can be fully mitigated only with per-
manent habitat protection. Stanford has
steadfastly refused to grant such protection.

Early in the process, the County specifically
requested such permanent dedication of habi-
tat — but backed down when Stanford
refused. Committee for Green Foothills and
many others continue to urge the County
Supervisors to treat Stanford as it does other
developers, by requiring appropriate mitiga-
tion.

The Carnegie Foundation
proposal is illegal

Carnegie’s proposed development in the
foothills is not just poorly sited, it is illegal. It
violates fundamental County planning princi-
ples and State law, which requires consistency
between General Plans and all subordinate
land use approvals. The County General Plan
expressly prohibits urban development, such
as this office facility, outside of Palo Alto’s
urban service area — where the proposed
location lies.

The County has argued that Stanford is
exempt from this fundamental County policy
that has driven all land use decisions in the
region for decades. However, nothing in the
existing County General Plan, the 2000
Community Plan or the 1985 Land Use
Policy Agreement (between the County, the
city of Palo Alto, and Stanford University)
exempts Stanford from having to comply with
these County General Plan policies.

Alternative sites should
be considered

State law also requires Environmental
Impact Reports to analyze a full range of
alternative sites for each project. However,
because Stanford offered the Carnegie
Foundation a low-cost lease on just this
one parcel, it artificially narrowed the
potential sites for this project. Again,
CGF has urged the County to follow the
law — and to require a full analysis of
alternative sites that are more appropriate

See CARNEGIE page 10
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Clean Streams and Healthy Horsekeeping

BY ZOE KERSTEEN-TUCKER

Reprinted with permission from the
Half Moon Bay Review - February 21, 2001

Our streams and creeks are in serious
trouble. Until recently, coastal San
Mateo County streams have supported
robust populations of fish and other aquatic
species. Long-time coastsiders recall that
steelhead were so plentiful not too long ago
that “you could scoop them up with pitch-
forks”. Today our native steelhead are so
reduced in numbers, they have joined the
Coho salmon, California red-legged frog, and
the tidewater goby (a small fish found in
Pescadero Marsh and San Gregorio lagoon)
on the list of federally threatened species.
Another beautiful denizen of creeks and wet-
lands, the San Francisco garter snake, has
been listed as endangered for over 20 years.
Why should we care? We all lose some-
thing vital when the web of life upon which
we depend is impaired or destroyed. The
main cause of species extinction is the degra-
dation and loss of habitat. In many instances
this loss is directly related to human activity.
It is encouraging that there are many
efforts, large and small, to improve stream
conditions locally. Hundreds of volunteers
each year clean up beaches and creeks, moni-
tor water quality, and replace invasive exotic
species with native plants up and down the
coast. Many land owners, timber and farm
operators are also stepping up to the chal-
lenge of reducing sediment sources from rural
roads, landslides, and old logging operations.
Hundreds of thousands of public dollars are
being spent to remove barriers to fish passage,
stabilize stream banks, and restore spawning
and rearing habitat for fish and other critters

in the creeks.

These efforts are beginning to show
positive effects, but more are needed.
Animal waste, particularly when concen-

trated in confined areas such as corrals or
paddocks, can be lethal, to fish, insects, and
other aquatic life if it runs into creeks. Mike
Rugg, Fisheries Biologist with the California
Department of Fish and Game, has partici-
pated in numerous field investigations
focused on the effects of animal wastes on
fish and aquatic life. According to Rugg, “in

See HORSES, page 11
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Just above its confluence with San Francisquito Creek, Bear Creek runs through this horse paddock, where it carries
horse waste into the entire system. Corrals should be sited away from waterways to prevent such pollution.

BY KarHy SwiTky

any people think that because

horse wastes are organic and
biodegradable, they can’t harm the natu-
ral environment. But, like most things,
in large quantities, horse wastes can
cause serious problems. Swept into our
waterways by runoff, they can affect natu-
ral chemical and biological processes —
and kill aquatic life.

Wiastes from most animals enter our
waterways through surface runoff. In
small concentrations such as those present
in natural systems, this is not a problem.
But large amounts of animal waste —
manure, urine, and bedding — generated
by confined horses and other animals can
suffocate and poison aquatic animals.

Nearly all stream life depends on the
small amount of oxygen that is naturally
dissolved in water. When waste hits the
waterways, the balance of oxygen is dis-
rupted. This decomposable material is
accompanied by aerobic bacteria that
work to break down that material — and
the resultant bacterial population boom
consumes dissolved oxygen, leaving little
for the fish, amphibians, and invertebrates

Horse Waste and Water Quality

living in the water.

Horse wastes also contain a variety of
nutrients, including nitrogen and phos-
phorus, which in small quantities are
essential for the survival of aquatic species.
But when nitrogen and phosphorus are
overabundant, they can trigger huge
growths of algae: algal blooms. The respi-
ration of these algae, like the bacterial
decomposition of organic material, uses
up even more of the dissolved oxygen in
the water.

Horse wastes can also contaminate
aquatic habitats directly. In large concen-
trations, both nitrogen and phosphorus
can be toxic. Salt from horse waste can
kill fish and other aquatic life. And fish
are particularly sensitive to ammonia, a
by-product of bacterial conversion of urea,
a principal constituent of urine and other
animal waste.

In addition to degrading our freshwater
systems, horse waste has been identified by
federal, state, and local agencies as a major
factor in the degradation of coastal water
quality. Responsible animal management
can minimize all of these threats — so
that we can keep our horses and keep
our aquatic ecosystems healthy.
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“Pescadero Estuary,” by Jane Gallagher

Foothills
Millennium
Fund is off to
a grand start!

Last fall, the Committee announced
the Foothills Millennium Fund —
a new group for our most generous
donors, who are making it possible for
the Committee to take bold new steps
in open space protection. We are
pleased to report that 48 CGF mem-
bers have joined the Foothills
Millennium Fund 2000!

These generous individuals who
made gifts of $1000 or more have
become inaugural members of this
group. In addition, they have received
the first in an annual foothills art
series issued by Committee for Green
Foothills: a signed, numbered, and
matted Gicleé color print of
“Pescadero Estuary,” by award-win-
ning watercolor artist and CGF sup-
porter Jane Gallagher.

This April, we will be convening
the first meeting of the Foothills
Millennium Fund to discuss the chal-
lenges and opportunities facing the
Committee in the coming year.

It’s not too late to become a
charter member of the Foothills
Millennium Fund. Contact the CGF
office, and we'd be glad to send you
more information. E&

Thank you!

2000 has been a tremendous year for Committee for Green Foothills,
and we thank you — our generous supporters — for funding our efforts to protect open space.

The following individuals, foundations, and corporations made gifts to Committee for Green
Foothills or the Green Foothills Foundation between January 1, 2000 and February 28, 2001:

Organizations, Foundations, and
Corporations

Adobe Systems Incorporated

Bank of America Matching Gifts
California Native Plant Society
Coastal Protection Music Festival
Compton Foundation

Florets Garden Club

Garden Club of Palo Alto

Gilo Family Foundation

The INNW Fund

Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation
Tom Lantos for Congress Committee
Moriarty Family Charitable Trust
David and Lucille Packard Foundation
Palomar Park Garden Club

Unilever Matching Gifts Program
Woodside-Atherton Garden Club

Foothills Millennium Fund Members
(gifts of $1000 or more)
Jessica Rose Agramonte

Robert Batinovich

Dorothy Bender

Steven Blank and Alison Elliot
Jobst Brandt

Allan and Marilyn Brown

Bob and Pat Brown

R.E. Cameron

Paul Collacchi

Jim and Pat Compton

Mary and Tom Cooper

Joe and Victoria Cotchett
Constance Crawford

Lois Crozier-Hogle

Mary C. Davey

Robert and Diana Ekedahl

Linda and Jerry Elkind

Len and Gael Erickson

Carol and Chris Espinosa
Michael Farmwald

Kenneth and Sherrilyn Fisher
Jeanne Gadol

Herb and Norma Grench

Chuck and Christy Holloway
Mary Page Hufty, M.D.

Suzanne Keith

Zoe Kersteen-Tucker

Karen Kidwell and Rodney Farrow
Sue and Peter LaTourrette
Ambassador Bill and Mrs. Jean Lane
Susan Lang and Robert Levenson
Pauline Lord

Mr. and Mrs. Bob McIntyre

Brad and Judy O'Brien

Laurent Pacalin and Leslie Wambach
David and Jocelyn Perrone
Thomas and Susan Richards
Michael and Lennie Roberts
Judith Rutherford

Albert and Jo Schreck

Nancy and Greg Serrurier
Leonard J. Shustek

Mary Page Stegner

Kathy and Andy Switky

Geoff and Colleen Tate

Lynn Torin

Lyn Wyman and Dennis Dow
Alex and Leah Zaffaroni

Individual donors

Karleen Aghevli and Jeffrey Olkin
Cameron and Jeanette Ainsworth
Donald W. Aitken, M.D.

Ingrid Akerblom

Gerardine Albers

Rhoda Alexander

Rebecca Alger

Mary and Louis Allamandola
John and Kathryn Allen
Matthew Allen

Drew Altman and Pamela Koch
Roy and Margaret Amara
Marjorie J. Anderson

Virginia Anderson, Ph.D.
Jenifer Angel

Midori Aogaichi and Richard Mamelock
Susan H. Arbuckle and Dr. Steven Schneider
Joan and Paul Armer

Dana L. Armstrong

Jim and Betty Arnold

Maxwell Arnold

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Arrow
Norman Arslan

Tom and Annette Ashton

Keith G. Askoff

Alexis A. Atchinson, DDS

Dana and Marianne Ault-Riche
Richard and Doris Axen

Ginny Babbitt

Charles R. Bacon and Cynthia Dusel-Bacon
Margaret Rose Badger

Lorna and Alan Bagley

Daniel and Mary-Lynne Bainbridge
Robert Baldwin

Dorothea F. Bamford

Joan E. Banks-Stutes

Joan Barbour

Nancy and Donald Barnby
Cliff and Zelda Barnett

Steve and Diane Barrager
Ruben Barrales

Jean Barrett

Robert and Linda Barrett
Brigid Barton

Larry and Susan Basso

Paul and Mary Jane Bateman
Rosyland and Rob Bauer
Marilyn Bauriedel

Duane Bay and Barbara Noparstak
Jeffrey and Lovinda Beal Blohm
Irene Beardsley and Dan Bloomberg
Robert F. Beaulieu

Betsy and George Bechtel

K.0. Beckman

Meg Beeler

Rolf and Florence Beier

Cindy and Dale Beliveau

Al and Jeanne Bell

Helene F. Belz

Harold and Patricia Bendigkeit
Jeanne Benioff

Atsuko and Keith Bennett

Fran Bennion

Elaine and Robert Benoit
Nancy and Brad Benson

Fred D. Benz

Bonnie M. Berg

David Bergen

Bob and Paula Berka

Chris Berka

Kristin Berman

Martin Berndt

David and Anne Bernstein
Mary Bernstein

Dr. and Mrs. Bettman

Ann C. Beyer

Michael and Jennifer Bice
Peter Biffar

June Bilisoly

David and Janet Bingham

Ruth Bioletti

Roger and Millicent Bishop
Richard S. Bishop

Jim Blanchard and Terry Sweeney
Noel and Frances Blincoe
Sylvia Blum

Jane Blumberg-Goldberg
Denis Blunden

Kris Bobier

Trudy Bock

Richard Bode

John and J. Evangelyn Boice
David Bomberger

Mr. and Mrs. Bonner

Olive and John Borgsteadt
Margot and David Botsford
Julia Bott

Barry Boulton

Homer and Eleanor Boushey
James and Joan Boyce
Bealinda Brady

Chris Brancart

Martin and Diane Brandt
Leslie Braun

John Brazil

Bob Breen

Don Brenneis

Scott Brenneman

Keith Breon

Elya and Mary Bresler

C. Stuart and Renate Brewster
Deberah Bringelson

Dianne Brinson

Craig Britton

John Brock

William P. Brosge

Kay and Dennis Brown
Robert D. Brown, Jr.

Sherry Brown

Mrs. Wayne R. Brown
Phyllis Browning

Janet Brownstone

Joanne E. Bruggemann
Patricia Buch

Jean and Robert Buell

Ellie Gross Bullis

Mark Bult

Jim and Wileta Burch
Charles and Isabel Burkett
Gail and Robert Buschini
Robert and Eugenia Buss
Alfred Butner

Owen Byrd

Magdalena Cabrera
Carolyn Caddes

Judith and Robert Caletti
Catherine H. Cameron
Gordon and Joan Campbell
Lyn Carlsmith

Lee and Linda Carlson
Frank and Margaret Carney
Janice and Lawrence Carr
Patricia P. Carr

Kenneth and Kiet Carter
Susan V. Cashion

Phyllis C. Cassel

Patrick Cassen

Nancy and George Cator
Robert and Carol Cevasco
Elizabeth and Park Chamberlain
Lyn Chambers and Greg Lee
Diane L. Chapman

Ann Chiller

Katie Chilton

Leah T. Chodorow

The N. A. Christensen Jr. Family
Robert and Susan Christiansen
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Mary Lou Ciranni

James P. Citta

William Clancey

Robin Clark and Mary Mackiernan
Bill and Jean Clark

Thomas S. and Sarah Clark
Ron and Carol Clazie

William and Carolyn Clebsch
Martha Clevenger

Michael Closson

Julie O. Cockroft

Sheila Cockshott

Debbie Cohen

Howard Jerome Cohen
Robert and Valentina Cohn
Virginia Coleman

Tom and Sophie Collins
Robert and Doreene Compton
Dorothy and Kirke Comstock
Ruth Consul

Eda S. Cook

Ken and Sally Cooper

Mary M. Cooperrider

Thomas Corey

Harry and Joanne Cornbleet
Nancy Couperus

Tench Coxe

Linda Craig

Douglas and Evelyn Crawford
Daniel Cumings

Anne Curran

Carolyn Curtis and Don Mayall
William and Audrey Cutler
Allen Cypher

Peggy da Silva and Dan Hodapp
Tom Daggett

Dan and Liz Dana

James T. Danaher, Esq.

David and Judy Daniels
Maryann Danielson

Jerry and Toni Danzig

Kit L. Davey

Gordon K. and Carolyn S. Davidson
Daniel Davies

Mr. and Mrs. Dexter Dawes
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Dawson
Lisl Day

Paul and Anne De Carli

Ruth A. De Moss

Margaret and Herbert DeStaebler
Wim and Helena de Wit
Jeffrey Dean

Daniel DeBra

Kent Dedrick

Arline and Peter Dehlinger
Eric Denys and Sonja Declercq
Genevieve Deppong

Rodney Derbyshire

Griffin Derryberry

Joanna Despres

L. Peter Deutsch

Don Dianda

John and Chris Dicker

Mary and Bob Dodge

Ruth G. Doell

Deborah Donaldson

Suzanne Dong

Joe and Mary Kay Dooling
Laurence Dorcy

Mary Freeman Dove

Erik and Leslie Doyle

Larry J. Doyle
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Above the Valley:

The treasures of Coyote Ridge

BY KaTHY SwiTKY

Rising above Coyote Valley is the spec-
tacular Coyote Ridge, a portion of
the Diablo Range to the east of highway
101 in southern Santa Clara County.
Though the ridgeline is in the news less
than the valley with which it shares a
name, Coyote Ridge is a local hotspot of
diversity, and an important remnant of
the south Bay’s natural heritage.

Each spring, Coyote Ridge becomes a
spectacular mass of wildflowers, including
ten plant species listed as rare or endan-
gered. The area also provides important
wildlife habitat: Coyote Ridge is home to
the last major population of the threat-
ened Bay checkerspot butterfly, and hosts
at least nine other animal species protect-
ed by state or federal law.

Development in the South Bay threat-
ens the ridge’s prime habitat, which is all
in private ownership. Factories, new
homes, golf courses, and roads are
encroaching upon these last remaining
native grasslands.

The Santa Clara Valley Chapter of the
California Native Plant Society (CNPS)
has formed a group dedicated to preserv-
ing this spectacular area before it’s too
late. Endorsed by Committee for Green
Foothills and other groups, CNPS is
working to save Coyote Ridge, a key link

in the belt of open space around the Santa

Clara Valley.

To find out more about or get involved
in the work of CNPS to protect Coyote
Ridge, visit www.stanford.edu/-rawlings/
coyote, or contact Don Mayall at (650)
856-7579 or seleve@ix.netcom.com.

BOARD NOTES

Photos by John Game
The Santa Clara Valley Dudleya (Dudleya setchelli)
and Most Beautiful Jewelflower (Streptanthus albidus
var. peramoenus) are two of the rare plants found on
the serpentine soils of Coyote Ridge.

We bid a fond farewell to Committee board member Diane Chapman. Diane, an
accountant and businesswoman, served on our Finance Committee and assisted with
budget development. Past Chair of the Pescadero Municipal Advisory Council, she is
moving on to attend to family matters. We will miss Diane’s unique perspective on rural

South Coast issues in San Mateo County.

A new look

for CGF

BY KAREN KiDWELL

An active, successful organization
needs a strong graphic identity that
reflects the group’s ethos and mission.
Although CGF has produced many
handsome materials over the years, last
year our board decided that our organi-
zation was due for an update — and we
set up a small group to spearhead this
project.

Our first step was to secure grant fund-
ing for the project so we could reserve our
membership funds for advocacy and
direct support of our programs. The
Packard Foundation generously endorsed
CGF's efforts with a grant of $40,000 to
fund the design of a new graphic identity,
development of our membership base,
and other outreach efforts.

With funding in place, we were fortu-
nate enough to hire Mark Bult, a talent-
ed designer and active environmentalist
with extensive experience in both identi-
ty work and website design. We think
our new logo communicates a sense of
the beautiful foothill and coastal environ-
ment that we work hard to protect, and
captures the sense of strength and power
of our citizen activism.

This issue of Green Footnotes incor-
porates our new logo and style. We will
use this design in all of CGF’s printed
materials, and it will be the basis of our
redesigned web site — the project on
which Mark is now focusing his atten-
tion.

From now on, whenever you receive
a letter from us, see a poster, read a
press release, get an action alert, or visit
our website, we hope you'll experience
that flash of recognition: Committee for
Green Foothills at work!




PAGE 10 GREEN FOOTNOTEs  Spring 2001

COMMITTEE FOR GREEN FOOTHILLS

www. GreenFoothills.org

CARNEGIE, continued from page 4

and environmentally superior.

Committee for Green Foothills is
standing firm

The County’s approval of this project as
originally proposed would undermine years of
work and negotiation that created new plan-
ning policies and development entitlements
for the university. In exchange for being
granted massive development entitlements,
Stanford agreed to protect the foothills for
twenty-five years.

Committee and
Foundation both
support work to
protect open space

Some of our members have been asking
about the Committee’s sister organization,
the Green Foothills Foundation.
Contributions to the Foundation support
certain aspects of the Committee’s work
— but there are important differences
between the two organizations.

Because much of our work involves
advocacy and lobbying, it is conducted
by the Committee for Green Foothills,
classified as a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organ-
ization. Donations to the Committee
support our political activity, and are not
tax-deductible. While it is more chal-
lenging to raise non-tax deductible
funds, we maintain this classification
because it allows the Committee to be as
edgy and aggressive as necessary to pro-
tect open space.

Our sister organization, the Green
Foothills Foundation supports our edu-
cational and research activities. As a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, this
group can spend only a small portion of
its expense budget on lobbying, and thus
contributions to the foundation are tax-
deductible.

Our work to protect the environment
through political advocacy and action is
more urgent than ever before, and we
invite you to contribute to the Committee
for Green Foothills whenever possible.

Your support — of both of these non-
profits — makes it possible for us to
accomplish our mission.

The willingness of the university and the
County to push through a project that vio-
lates these new regulations does not bode well
for Stanford’s ability to abide by its word —
nor does it bode well for the long-term future
of the foothills.

This beautiful and environmentally sensi-
tive foothills parcel is not an appropriate
location for the Carnegie Foundation
offices. The project blatantly disregards
environmental regulations, including the
newly established foothills protections, and
should not move forward as proposed.
Committee for Green Foothills is not will-
ing to accept this precedent of urban devel-
opment in the foothills, or of the loss of
habitat without permanent mitigation.

If the Board approves this project,
Committee for Green Foothills may take
additional action to protect the foothills.
Committee for Green Foothills is not willing
to accept this precedent of urban develop-
ment in the foothills, or of the loss of habitat
without permanent mitigation. If the Board
approves this project, Committee for Green
Foothills may take additional action to protect

the foothills.

UPDATE

As we went to press, the Board of
Supervisors considered CGF’s appeal of this
project. Taking a stand for open space,
Supervisor Liz Kniss led the Supervisors to a
5-0 to reject the development in its current
form.

The Supervisors will reconsider the project
on May 8 only if it is revised to meet specific
criteria designed to protect the foothills:

1) The project must permanently dedicate
tiger salamander habitat to mitigate for its
impacts.

2) The size and intensity of the project
must be reduced to low density.

3) The project must conform with the
2000 Community Plan: (a) the building,
parking lot and access road must all be within
the newly approved Academic Growth
Boundary, and (b) the development must pro-
tect viewsheds by relocating to a site below
200 feet in elevation (Carnegie’s original pro-
posal had the development at approximately
350 feet).

4) Alternative sites for this development
must be thoroughly explored.

CISCO, continued from page 1

evidence for these claims, and is moving
forward with the referendum campaign.
The referendum, if successful, may stop
the project altogether; at a minimum, it
would force Cisco to:

B Reduce the project’s size by 26% (by
not allowing the transfer of development
credits necessary to complete the project)

B Increase the amount of open space at
the site from 25% to 35% (that would in
turn increase the density and add parking
structures to the development).

PLAN's alternative vision

The Cisco proposal backed by the San
Jose City Council is destructive and pro-
hibitively expensive. Taxpayers will be
required to subsidize more than 40 million
dollars in infrastructure costs, in addition to
the costs for new schools, police, firemen,
libraries and other community services.
This development would locate workers far
from housing and mass transit, cause mas-
sive traffic congestion throughout the
region, and destroy prime agricultural land.

PLAN has an alternative vision for
development of jobs in San Jose. This
vision includes compact urban develop-
ment, with new job generation occurring

in downtown San Jose. By locating new
jobs in redevelopment areas, downtown,
the city could take advantage of tax rev-
enue generated from new property taxes.
This revenue would go directly to the city,
instead of to state and county govern-
ments. The San Jose Redevelopment
Agency could utilize this revenue to pro-
vide much needed community centers,
libraries, public parks, and low cost hous-
ing. State funding for public schools
would also come with such redevelopment.

Furthermore, workers in downtown
would be able to take advantage of the
recently approved BART expansion, increas-
ing the ridership required to offset public
subsidies to run the trains.

Committee for Green Foothills is work-
ing with PLAN to see that this vision
becomes a reality. If you are interested in
finding out more about PLAN’s efforts or
in supporting our work in Santa Clara
County, please visit
www.greenfoothills.org or call Denice
Dade at (650) 968-7243.

PLAN is supported by a coalition of indi-
viduals and organizations including
Committee for Green Foothills, Santa Clara
Valley Audubon Society, Sierra Club Loma
Prieta Chapter, Community Homeless
Advocacy Ministry and the Green Party.
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HORSES, continued from page 5

each and every case where animal wastes have
been either discharged directly into local
creeks, or been inappropriately discarded on
the bank or other locations where runoff was
carried into the creek, serious impacts have
resulted: a fish kill, or serious loss of carrying
capacity.”

We know that the vast majority of horse
owners strongly value our special environment
and are conscientious in their conservation
practices. However, significant areas continue
to exist where confined horse facilities may be
contributing to stream degradation, with
potentially disastrous results for fish.

Locations have been documented where
manure is routinely dumped over creek banks,
and even into creeks, smothering the vegeta-
tion and potentially polluting the streams. In
other instances, corrals or stables may be too
close to creeks to adequately buffer their
runoff.

While there are numerous laws at the State
and Federal level that protect stream water
quality, these agencies largely depend upon
local entities such as cities and the county to
develop and enforce water quality protections.

The San Mateo County Stable Ordinance
is now being revised. Recent petitions which
claim the entire horse community is “under
siege” and that “our horse population is liter-
ally disappearing from rural San Mateo
County” have served to cloud this revision
process with fear rather than fact. To be effec-
tive, the new ordinance should include
requirements for proper manure management
and control of runoff to ensure that horse-

keeping practices are friendly to the environ-
ment.

The Coastside Horse Council, a horse
advocacy group, has proposed that the new
ordinance contain only voluntary self-regulat-
ing measures for horsekeeping. While we are
entirely supportive of the Horse Council’s
broad goals of promoting educational pro-
grams to foster good horsekeeping and
responsible stewardship of the environment,
we believe that voluntary programs must also
have the backup of clear and enforceable reg-
ulations, administered by the County.

The Horse Council is also urging the
County to grandfather existing ranches, and
reclassify horses as livestock under the new
ordinance. We believe that grandfathering or
exempting all existing horse operations,
regardless of their animal waste management
practices, will not be productive in the effort
to halt coastal stream degradation and encour-
ages continuation of the status quo. We also
believe that reclassifying horses as livestock
would be contrary to the vast body of State
law, and could have unintended consequences
for horse owners.

We support the Coastside Horse Council’s
requirement that the new ordinance should
establish a reasonable fee structure and we
urge the County to include a sliding scale that
costs less for smaller operations. We have also
proposed that owners who pasture small
numbers of horses away from sensitive habi-
tats in the rural areas should be exempted
from permits.

There is clearly a reasonable and practical
middle ground where the implementation of

CONSERVATION PRACTICES

FOR HORSE OWNERS

Limit Horses’ Access to Waterways

I Provide animals with other sources of water and
shade

I Design stream crossings to minimize erosion

I Prevent trampling of streamside vegetation

Keep water clean

I Divert fresh runoff around contaminated areas to
keep clean water clean

M Divert contaminated runoff from manured areas
away from waterways

I Separate animal yards and manure storage from
waterways with vegetated buffer strips

M Minimize use of chemicals in grooming

M Do not let horse wash water drain directly into
waterways

Manage animal waste wisely

M Clean up manure and soiled bedding regularly,
especially during wet weather

I Store horse waste on an impervious surface and
under cover to prevent leaching and runoff

I Store waste away from waterways

I Compost! Keep waste piles moist and aerated to
promote decomposition

Taken from: “Horse Owner’s Guide to Water Quality
Protection,” published by the Council of Bay Area
Resource Conservation Districts and funded by the USDA
Natural Resources Conservation Service. Copies of this
publication are available from the San Mateo County
Resource Conservation District, (650) 712-7765.

conservation practices that protect the envi-
ronment can also promote horse health, build
good relations between neighbors and add to
a horse property’s value. We support both vol-
untary efforts and clear, reasonable and effec-
tive regulations. The health of our coastal
streams and their inhabitants depends on all

of us!

STANFORD, continued from page 3

Supervisors votes to remove this protection.
The critical open space lands of the
foothills have been reclassified from
“Academic Reserve” to “Open Space and
Field Research.” As CGF recommended,
new foothill zoning — like hillside zoning
— should require extensive clustering of
development with dedication of open space.
The County has also required Stanford to
draft a Sustainable Build-Out Study to
detail the University’s growth agenda — the
first time that Stanford has ever been
required to describe development plans.
Importantly, the university must define how
it will mitigate development and protect nat-
ural resources. While the County backed

down from requiring permanent — or even

99-year — protection of the foothills, the
Sustainable Build-Out Study offers an excel-
lent opportunity for permanent foothill pro-
tection in the future.

Stanford is also being required to develop a
Conservation Plan for rare, threatened, and
endangered species on university lands,
including the red-legged frog, the California
tiger salamander, and the steelhead trout.
More than 400 acres of Special Conservation
Areas provide critical habitat for these ani-
mals, and we are proud that these lands are
finally protected. This plan promises to offer
significant protection for wildlife and habitat
that will benefit many generations to come.

Finally, the County also plans to hire inde-
pendent consultants to conduct independent
annual monitoring of Stanford’s compliance
with these new regulations — a major depar-

ture from the past, when Stanford was allowed
to self-monitor and to report its compliance
with mitigation measures and traffic standards.

Committee for Green Foothills’ massive
campaign yielded more than these new plan-
ning tools and oversight procedures. As a
result of our work, the Board of Supervisors
opened the approval process to the public
more widely than usual, and solicited exten-
sive public comment. The result was the
most involved and visible public process ever
for a planning issue in Santa Clara County.
Thanks to the outstanding leadership of for-
mer Supervisor — now Assemblyman —
Joe Simitian, all who participated were
heard. Our voices made the difference, and
will affect significant change — for Stanford,
the County, and the community — for
decades to come.
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UrpcoMING EVENTS

T T :'_‘:\i ' i
Saturday, April 7

& Saturday, April 14

Field trip to Coyote Ridge. A tour of one
of the Peninsula’s last remaining serpentine
habitats in full bloom. Hosted by the Santa
Clara Valley Chapter of the California

Native Plant Society. Expect to walk about
3 miles. Space is limited; to reserve a space,

call Don Mayall at (650) 856-7579.

Thursday, April 12, 7-9pm

“Creating Sustainable Communities,” a pub-
lic forum. Learn how to make our local com-
munities more environmentally-friendly. Palo
Alto Council Chambers, 250 Hamilton Ave.
Sponsored by BAA+PCCE the Sustainable
Communities Forum, and the City of Palo
Alto. For info, call (650) 962-9876 ext. 302.

Saturday, April 21, 9am-noon
Earth Day beach clean-ups on the San
Mateo County Coast: San Gregorio State

Beach, Venice State Beach, Surfer’s Beach,
Montara State Beach and Pacifica State

Beach. Bring your own gloves. For info,
contact Save Our Shores at (650) 560-9533
or hmbshore@pacbell.net.

Sunday, April 22

Earth Day sunrise ceremony. Details TBA.
For info, contact BAA+PCCEF at (650) 962-
9876 ext. 302.

Sunday, April 22, 9:30am-noon
Highway 1 Cleanup in Moss Beach. Sponsored
by Citizens for the Tunnel. For info, contact
Denise Phillips at (650) 728-1912.

Saturday and Sunday,

April 28 and 29, 10am-4pm

Native plant show and sale, Hidden Villa,
26870 Moody Road, Los Altos Hills.
Benefits Santa Clara Valley Chapter of the
California Native Plant Society.

Sunday, April 29

Foothills Millennium Fund inauguration.
To join this new group of conservation lead-
ers supporting Committee for Green
Foothills, or for more information, call (650)
968-7243 or email info@greenfoothills.org.

Saturday, May 12

Committee for Green Foothills Annual
Members’ Meeting. Everyone welcome!
Details will be sent to members in April.
For more information, call (650) 968-7243
or email info@greenfoothills.org.

E-ALERTS HELP YOU ACT QUICKLY!

To make it easier for our members to get
involved, Committee for Green Foothills
has a new system for sending action
alerts. Instead of the slow, expensive,
paper-consuming process of sending alerts
and other important information through
the mail, we're now emailing them to CGF
members.

This is an easy way to keep up to date on
the latest issues facing open space on the
Peninsula. Want to join the list? Just send
an email to “action@greenfoothills.org,”
and we'll add you.
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